Association of Jewish Libraries, 30th Annual Convention, Chicago ( 11) World literature; (12) Other.
The IWO library had a card catalog, but only a small portion of the library's books were classified; that is why lt was usually impossible to find specific items. Readers had to be lucky and meet Samuel Rollansky, in the hope that he could locate what they were searching for. In the last years before the bombing, hardly any researchers visited the library. A few months before the bombing, Ester Szwarc was named the new library director, with a mandate to reorganize the collection. She now has the chance to organize a library not only with all modern technological methods, but employing concepts of librarianship as well.
Jose Mendelson
In 1969, the Palacio de la Educaci6n-Eijal HaJinuj was built by AMIA's leaders. Its main purpose was to bring together the following educational centers: At the end of 1993, the collection was incorporated into the IWO library. Since it was located at a different site, the Jose Mendelson library was not damaged by the bombing of the AMIA building.
Sociedad Hebraica Argentina
Belonging to a Jewish club that is analogous in its functions to those of a North American Jewish "Y" or Community Center, this was a large and important library during the 1950s. Nowadijys the library circulates only bestsellers. All of the Yiddish books were sent to Florida Atlantic University (Boca Raton, FL).
Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano
The library of the Seminario Rabfnico Latinoamericano is described in detail in a separate article, which follows this one.
Conclusion
As stated in this brief survey, the situation of Judaica libraries and archives in Argentina is very poor. No Jewish libraries exist in the interior, except for those in Hebrew schools; the archives of the agricultural colonies were brought to Buenos Aires, or else they disappeared. The day Dr. Harf started working, the library owned merely 200 books. It was a great day, not only for the Seminario Rabf nico Latinoamericano, but also for all Jewish scholars in Latin America, since this was to become the only professionally classified and organized Jewish library in the region. With money from benefactors of the Seminario, as well as other donors (including the Rothschild Foundation and the Rich Foundation), the library started to grow.
Organization of the Library
Today the library is located in a modern building, occupying its top floors. On the first floor of the library are the reference room, the periodicals room, part of the collection of books, and the offices; on the second floor there are only stacks.
Reference room
There are two card catalogs: the first, for books, is arranged in alphabetical order by author, title, and subject headings; sample entries are in Figure 1 . The second catalog is for articles in serials and collectionsjournals, yearbooks, festschriften, etc. This catalog provides an analysis of their contents, with entries arranged in alphabetical order by author and subject headings. Subject entries are illustrated in Figure 2 .
We still have to type these cards because we cannot afford to buy modern technology. As no romanization of Hebrew or Yiddish is done, we have a separate catalog for these languages. The subject headings are often, but not always, in Spanish. An excerpt from the list of subject headings used in the analytical catalog is in Figure 3 .
Periodical room
We receive journals and yearbooks primarily from the U.S., Israel, and Europe. Most of these are academic journals. Some serials are bought, some are received as a gift, and others are exchanged for the journal Maj'shavot which is published by the Seminario. Owing to a lack of funds, it is not possible to order all the serials that we need. 
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Classification Scheme
The classification is based on the one created by the Union Theological Seminary for its library. The Jewish section was not suitable for us; by taking as a basis thegeneral outline of the classification, we created a new scheme for Jewish themes, adapted to our needs (see Figure 4 ). Nowadays this classification system is also consulted by other libraries and archives in Buenos Aires.
Loan Policy
We have no lending system, since we generally have only one copy of each book. We have a small photocopy machine for people to make copies of the material they need. Although one machine does not fulfill the Library's requirements, our patrons have gotten used to the limited resources.
Patrons
Although most of the users of this library are rabbis or professors and teachers of Hebrew or Jewish subjects, for the past few years people from non-Jewish high schools and universities have been coming in as well, in search of information. The topics most sought by this type of reader include the Holocaust, the Inquisition, Israeli-Arab relations, bioethics, and comparative religion. In addition, many students from Jewish high schools are sent to the Library to research various subjects such as Jewish history, the Holocaust, and Jewish holidays.
Thanks to ecumenical relations, many priests, seminarists, and professors from Catholic and Protestant schools and universities come to the library in search of information related to religion and philosophy. 
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Our rabbis and Seminary students also come and try to manage with the material we have, although it is not always what they require. They feel comfortable working here, and are always ready to consult on library questions when asked.
Current Situation
Running a library without an adequate budget is very difficult, if not an impossible task. This has been the situation of the Seminario Rabfnico Latinoamericano's library for the last few years. The economic situation in Argentina has been getting worse of late, and so has the economic situation of the Jews in Argentina. As explained above, the Seminario Rabfnico Latinoamericano is supported by a number of well-intentioned donors, and 10% of the money is assigned to the purchase of books for the library.
Since the budget was and is so limited, we had to decide whether to buy new books or continue the library's subscriptions to journals, yearbooks, etc., in order for the collection to be up-to-date regarding developments in the Jewish scholarly world. We opted for the second approach.
In an attempt to ameliorate the situation, we started corresponding with other libraries in Argentina ano Latin America, without success. When we contacted libraries outside Latin America, however, it was a wonderful surprise for us to receive great help from such libraries as the Library of Congress, The New York Public Library, the Jewish Theological Seminary, the University of Florida, the University of Texas at Austin, in the United States; and the libraries of the Hebrew University and Haifa University in Israel.
Figure 4 ( Continued). Classification for Jewish topics, p. 2.
In 1978 we initiated an exchange program with these and other libraries around the world, which resulted in a very productive way of obtaining inaccessible material for us, as well as for the participating libraries. Unfortunately this system has slowed down in the last few years. But after attending for the first time a national Convention of the Association of Jewish libraries-in Chicago, June 1995-we hope that we will be able to reinforce these and other contacts with Jewish and academic libraries.
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In 1994 we took an important step by inviting the most important representatives of the theological libraries in Buenos Aires to our Seminary. We are planning to work together, in order to join efforts and financial resources. We are, however, the only Jewish library represented in the consortium. We tried to establish the same type of cooperation with Jewish-Hebrew libraries in Argentina, without success. The economic-financial situation here is affecting not only our library and institution, but the entire Argentine academic system.
Conclusion
For some who read this paper, the library of the Seminario may seem to date from the '60s. But although we are so far away in terms of distance, technology, and resources, our goal is the same as that of American Judaica libraries. It is very difficult to run this library and develop it in a community like ours, which refuses to accept its Judaism, its background, its identity, and worst of all, its education.
But we will keep up the fight to make the Seminario's library accessible and known to every individual who wants to acquire Jewish knowledge, education, and "menschlichkeit." We will keep on fighting, trying to obtain new materials that are requested by our patrons. We will keep on trying to subsist without a budget. And we hope we will succeed! Rabbi Tarfon used to say: "You are not expected to complete the work, and yet you are not free to evade it" (Avot 2:16). To Tell At Last Survival under False Identity, 1941-45 Blanca Rosenberg "This is one of the finest, most authentically dramatic and richly detailed memoirs written by a survivor of the Nazi Holocaust." -Alan Adelson, executive director, the Jewish Heritage Project, producer/director of "Lodz Ghetto"
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